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What Ruskin wrote for his countrymen, the British, is a thousand
times more applicable to Indians. New ideas are spreading in India.
The advent of a new spirit among the young who have received western
education is of course to be welcomed, But the outcome will be bene-
ficial only if that spirit is canalized properly; if it is not, it is bound to be
harmful. From one side we hear the cry for swarajya; from another,
for the quick accumulation of wealth by setting up factories like those
in Britain,
Our people hardly understand what swarajya means* Natal enjoys
swarajya, but we would say that, if we were to imitate Natal, swarajya
would be no better than hell [The Natal whites] tyrannize over the
Kaffirs, hound out the Indians, and in their blindness give free rein to
selfishness. If, by chance, Kaffirs and Indians were to leave Natal, they
would destroy themselves in a civil war.
Shall we, then, hanker after the kind of swarajya which obtains
in the Transvaal? General Smuts is one of their leading figures. He
does not keep any promise, oral or written. He says one thing, does
another. The British are disgusted with him. Under the guise of
effecting economy, he has deprived British soldiers of livelihood and has
been replacing them with Dutchmen. We do not believe that in the
long run this will make even the Dutch happy. Those who serve only
their own interests will be ready to rob their own-people after they have
done with robbing others.
If we observe happenings all over the world, we shall be able to see
that what people call swarajya is not enough [to secure] the nation's
prosperity and happiness. We can perceive this by means of a simple
example. All of us can visualize what would happen if a band of robbers
were to enjoy swarajya. In the long run they would be happy only if
they were placed under the control of men who were not themselves
robbers, America, France and England are all great States. But there
is no reason to think that they are really happy.
Real swarajya consists in restraint. He alone is capable of this who
leads a moral Hfe, does not cheat anyone, does not forsake truth and
does his duty to his parents, his wife, his children, his servant and his
neighbour. Such a man will enjoy swarajya wherever he may happen
to live. A nation that has many such men always enjoys swarajya.
It is wrong normally for one nation to rule over another. British
rule in India is an evil but we need not believe that any very great
advantage would accrue to the Indians if the British were to leave India.
The reason why they rule over us is to be found in ourselves; that
reason is our disunity, our immorality and our ignorance.1
1 Vide also Vol. V, p. 469,